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Jefferson Middle School


     Instructor: Mrs. Jenna Ritter
Social Studies Department


     Email: jritter@scslakeview-k12.com 

Welcome to 6th Grade Social Studies (
Please read the following guidelines carefully so you may be successful in this class! I am looking forward to a wonderful school year!
Course Description

In this course, we focus on world geography and culture. We will learn about the foundations of geography, we will explore mapping techniques, and we will examine the culture, religion, population, economy, climate, and resources of many regions. Finally, we will discuss interaction among nations/regions and recent trends in globalization. We will work both individually and cooperatively to complete a variety of hands-on activities. To take a closer look at the curriculum, please see the “Class/School Info” page on my website.
Website

Mrs. Ritter’s website: http://jennaritter.weebly.com 

On my class website, you will find all of the resources and materials you need to be successful in my class. In encourage all students/guardians to check these sites regularly (
Required Materials

Students are required to come to class prepared each day. Please bring the following materials with you:
· Textbook

· Binder with 8 Dividers (we will label these together in class)
· Pencil or pen (blue or black ink only)
· Planner 
Attendance and Absent Work
This class will adhere to the school’s policy on tardiness and absenteeism. 
You will have the same number of days that you were absent to make up an assignment/test/project. 

When you return from an absence, it is your responsibility to check the Extra Handouts bin to obtain any materials you may need! Please speak to a classmate or come see me if you have any questions about the work. When you have completed your make-up work, you may place it in the Absent Work bin. Again, it is your responsibility to get all work turned in on time!
· You must write “ABSENT” and the date of your absence on the top of your assignment in order to earn credit
· Please Note: No late work or test make-ups will be allowed for unexcused absences!

Late Work Policy
Students are expected to complete assignments on time. All late assignments will be penalized with a 30% grade reduction. Late work will only be accepted until the end of a unit. Once a test or alternative assessment is administered, all missing assignments become permanent zeros.
Hall Passes

Sixth grade students are issued TEN passes per quarter to be used in Math, Science, English, and Social Studies. Passes are located in the student planner. Please use these wisely, for emergencies only! If you use up all of your passes, you may be denied the right to leave the room. I reserve the right to use discretion when signing hall passes. Please be sure to sign in and out on the pass log! Any unused passes may be turned in for raffle tickets at the end of the year.
Methods of Evaluation

Formative assessments will count for 30% of the course grade. This includes:

· Assignments/Classwork = Students will be allowed to utilize remaining class time to work on assignments. Anything not completed in class will become homework. 

· Please Note: ALL assignments must be properly labeled with your full name, hour, the date, and assignment title in order to earn credit!

Summative assessments will count for 70% of the course grade. This includes:

· Tests/Quizzes = Tests will be given at the end of each unit. Test dates will be announced in advance, and we will review together as a class.

· Projects = Students may receive class time to complete projects. However, work not completed in class must be done at home.
· Essays/Writing Assignments = We will work together to build our writing skills in this course. Students will be guided through this process and we will work cooperatively to improve students’ writing
Grading

Students will be graded on a point system. Please check PowerSchool consistently and monitor your own progress. If at any time you have questions or concerns about your grade, please come see me! 

Please keep all graded work. If there is a grading discrepancy, this will be required as proof for any grade changes to occur.

We will use the district grading scale below:

93%-100%

A



73%-76%

C

90%-92%

A-



70%-72%

C-
87%-89%

B+



67%-69%

D+

83%-86%

B



63%-66%

D

80%-82%

B-



60%-62%

D-

77%-79%

C+



59.9% and Lower
F

Extra Help

There are many opportunities to receive extra help at JMS. Any student requiring help beyond what is given in class may attend Morning Help, which is a teacher-monitored help session that meets each morning before the start of the school day. Students may also see me before/after class to set up a lunch appointment for extra help or to discuss specific learning needs.

Citizenship Expectations
All school and district rules/policies apply. We will be using the STARR Positive Behavior System throughout the school. STARR stands for:
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	Safety- Conduct yourself in a manner that promotes safety for yourself and others
Tolerance-Be open-minded, flexible and patient 
Achievement-Do your personal best, show quality
Respect- Treat others the way you would like to be treated
Responsibilty- Be prepared to be successful, be mindful of timing


Students are expected to be conscientious and cooperative at all times. Please note the following classroom policies:

· Arrive on time and bring all materials with you each day. Take your seat immediately upon arrival and begin any bell work as soon as class begins– when I’m ready, you should be ready ( Any students not in their seat at the bell will be marked tardy.
· Students may not line up by the door! Only seated students will be dismissed!

· You are expected to treat Mrs. Ellerbrock, your fellow classmates, and any guests or guest teachers with respect

· Keep our room clean! If my classroom is a disaster, no one will leave until it is cleaned up and things are back in order!

· Only water bottles will be permitted. 
· We will follow the school policy on electronic devices!
· Student IDs must be worn at all times. There will be no exceptions.

· Disruptive or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated. Consequences may include time after the bell, a phone call home, loss of classroom privileges, parent-teacher conference, and a disciplinary referral
· Behavior Issues:

· 1st Violation = Warning

· 2nd Violation = Parent/Guardian will be notified

· 3rd Violation and Subsequent Violations = Detention or Referral

Please Note: Depending on the severity of the behavior problem/incident, students may receive an immediate detention or referral. 

I am very excited to be your teacher and am looking forward to a great school year at JMS! Remember that I am here to help you, so please contact me if you ever have questions or concerns!

	Mrs. Jenna Ritter
Social Studies Department

Jefferson Middle School

jritter@scslakeview-k12.com 

http://jennaritter.weebly.com 

(586) 445-4130 ext. 2639
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